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THE FUREXA SOUTH D
“Church of God’
Mr. and Mrs. A, N. Dugger,

In rmd'h, in the last rezort of “The Mt. Zion
Reporter’”, 1 find the report that you wrote on
finding the Eurcka Church. 1 swould lLke to
give you an ousline of how the Church started.

Baclk some time in 1880 a man who was an
Advent come ?.Qrotlvh and preached the Sab-
>2th, oy the naome of Halbensbaben, and all the

JOTA

THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER

Sta poople there in the Choich were Lutherans
such as old Brother Jofn L‘nennewe, John

Schueler, my dad, Brother Fred DLliller, Brotner
Phiilip Kiesz, Peter Schrink, George Daisz, and
Adam Straub Sr., was my uncle and after stu-
dying the Bible as th°_,r were attending the

Adven* Clmrrn they  disc cove:ed “that in order
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to enter the L\u-"c.om of Coc’ vou raust carry ’

nzme for there
ven L*.;t is '“rreat
~od, so when they desired
“Farech they kept Church in the homes from
h pothey =Cps A i tag homes
Sa2bbath to Sebbath.
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5 no_other name
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to leave the Advent
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as!about the time v»han they buili th
1 o™y T .
L'f”‘] aorth of Eurcka, 3.0, There is morz
ot | have not timo righr i Tur
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THE ZURMED LETTER
John and Elizabeth Miskolgie,
Dear ones in the faith,
I received a letier from you somctime ago

work here, and
you, as | la aid the
was ir to one sz to

neople who drepprd intc my

with some moncy in it for ths
I am afraid 1 forgot to write
1°t zr ond envelope it
sh oW to different
OA(:C-’.‘;'.

The letter unfor
plans near the
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VEND QO0Wl wilial a
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~iznd on firc and
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tunataiy
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cosat or L.

went into tha s2au. You 1Ay have read about
this tmgedy Ate a number lost their lives,

Qu
caped nd were picked up by boats

and 'r:-rought to shove. Your lctiar miraculously

3

escaped and  while ‘-v\d] water soaked, etc.,
the money was in it, or partly in it \,hcking
ou* It i1s a demonstration of how the Interven-
int Hand takes care of money coming here
fer s blessed work., The eaveloge was partly
burned.

Also a tributc of honasiy to the Jewvs herc
who handle the mail for the currency was

visible. | intended to write to you at once,
but fear-1did not, so this is to atknowledne
vour letter and the money for the work which
we appreciate very much and thank you for it

Hnm alt this finds you and yours all well,
and scndiny greetings and lowe in which Ltfie
joins ma, I rermain, .
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ENGLAND, —
Dearly beloved Pastor Dugger,

I noticed that you have a wonde*fv.
“The Bible Home Instructer™, I think t!
1s the ideal book to help esiablish this
ful truth,

Many people won't stop to hear us p
this message, but 1'1 ey will buy these
books, and God wwill alloyw His Holy £
work upon them while reading Lhem t
the truth to their hearts, those who
sheep in the other fold.

Flease send me twenty-five,
return mail

We are expecting to have two days
vice and we always have large gather
these meetings.

If the books could reach me in time,
be able to sell them all.

If you have enough, zend fifty.

Sincerels your b‘:ot}:er in Christ,

Bro. N. A, Eds
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By Cnarles r’ Carpenter
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THE RIBLE HOME INSTRUCTO
We have this book of over 5800 pa
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It doals with all Bible ouojer'[a, doctrinal
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THE SABBATH RECORDER 399
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GINIRAL IO CT TI3
CHURCH OF GOD (7TH DAY) OF MICHIGAN
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Michigan became one of the states in the union in 1837. However, at that
time it was a soarsely settled, primitive wilderness over much of its land area.
Many of the first settlers were deeply religicus and without question the basic
truths held sacred by the Church of God today were subscribed to by pioneers of
a very early date. .

It is unfortunate that the record of the very earliest Sabbath keepers in
Michigan is unknown, so we have to base our historical information on the
earliest records available. Most of ocur information centers around the activ-
ities of groups of believers of a century ago and later.

It is with a spirit of gratefulness and thanks that we stop at this time
to remember these pioneers of the church who earnestly contended for the faith
and worked hard to esteblish churches which have held the truths of the Bible
sacred. We are thankful for leaders in the past who have exerted their infiu-
ence and have preserved Bible truth in such a way that we may profit by it in
our day. .

The fact that we can trace Church of God work in Michigan back through the
pages of history for a ccntury neither proves nor disproves the truth of our
teachings. It is not because of a heritage of time, and is not because of the
influence of great numbers that we are an organization today. The reason for
our present day existence is because we believe the Bible is our guide and ruie
of Christian living even as our forefathers did a century ago, "Whose covenant
cbligation is briefly expressed in kecping the commandments of God and faith of
Jesus, taking the Bible, and the Bible alone, as the rule of our faith and
discipline,"

Thus far it has been almost impossible to establish a state organizational
date. In the life sdory of Elder Gilbert Cranmer as told to M. A. Branch, he
made the brief statcment that "organization was now discussed and was finally
effocted in the year 1860". Some old statc confercnce records arc belicved
t0 have been destroyed in a fire, but records of state confercnees held as far
back as 1918 indicate that this year (1962) is the Onc Hundred and First anmal
conferecnce of the Church of God in Michigan. This would mean that one hundred
years has clapsed since the moeting of the first confecrence.

To make this clear, may we call your attention to the fact that when the
sccond conference convened they had completed one year of organization and were
ready to start the sccond year. By thc same token, the meeting of the one
hundred and first conference would be the completion of one hundred years of
organizational effort by the Church of God (7th Day) in Michigan.

Apparently therc is some discrepancy in the rocords that we have been able
t0 examine because if state organization was effected in 1860 this year would
be more than the completion of 100 years of work. It is our opinion that the
conferenco meetings werc numbered consecutively but that it is likely that the
Church may have missed holding an annual meeting some time in the early begin-
ning. 1860 is very likely the organizational date. : '

Beforo bis death, Elder Gilbert Cranmer told his life story to M. A. Branch
of ¥hite Cloud, Michigan. M. A. Branch wrote this all down as Elder Cramer gave
3% to him and this matorial is the source of much information about early church
of God work, In the 1850's Elder Cranmer was followshipping with other Sabbath
koopers in Michigan, but they began to teach doctrines contrary to his under-
standing of the Bible. One of the main things was what was called "The Swt
Door Doctrine". This group belioved that the door of salvation was closad.
Thoy also belioved that the visions of Mrs. Ellen G. Whitc were inspired and
should be accepted with the Bible.
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Elder Cranmer and others could not cceept this and found it necessary to
separate their fellowship with them. We would like to quote extensively from
some of this history at this time which covers the first cfforts of the Church |
of God,

",e.After this Elder Cramuer as he is more familiarly known preached as the
spirit of the Lord dirccteds He began to have quite a following and new members
were added to the church constantlys A small church was organized in Trobridge
Township with such names as C, S. Bullock and wife, Isaac Catt and wife, old
father Galord and wifo, and Edwin Stockwel and wifc among the members. Another
band was organized at Almo, herc the members were somowhat scattered. Among
them Daniel Tiffany and wife, A. S. Tuttle and wife, Joseph Perkins and wife,
Mr. Gadsbee and ¢. Ministers also began to unite their efforts in the causc.
Sich men as John Reed, James Jackson, Phillip Strong, Newton Wallen, John Fabin,
c. Elds Strong and Jackson made short work for Jackson soon denied the Deciples
and Strong united with the S.D.A. church; but Elds, Reed and Wallen werc both
men of ability and labored for the good of the cause. Eld. Wallen was a man of
worth and loved by all, a very cloguent and intercsting spcaker, and John Reed
was a good speakor also, a great reasoner. He made prophctic time quite a study
and made some good charts illustrating his position. Hc was also quitc a poct.

"A church at Waverly was organized and we give a partial list of the members.
H. S. Dille, John S. Staunton, Hiram Goblec, Henry Whelpley, and two brothors
Sam and Wesley, George Howland, old Father Strong and Sylvester Baker with their
wives, and othors werce added making o church of necarly onec hundred members.
Another church was added in the year 1859 at Bloomingdale with Greemwood Wait
and wifc, Matthew Munn and wife, M. Remington and wife, John Wait and wife, and
H, Davids and wifc among thc mcmbeors. Quite a large church was also reiscd up
in Casco with brethren Cronk, Steller, Fabun, J, P. Parish and their wives, with
nany others among the members. Meetings were held in Bangor and among those
converted were Hallet Grocnman and wife, James Watkins and wife, John MeNitt
and wife, Chas. Kelley and wife, Levi Waotkins and wife, Jas. Grecrman and wife,
and others. From there Father Cranmer went to Hartford Villago, and a series
of mcctings were held which resulted in the conversion of Job Dunham and wife,
Joseph Stoten and wifc, Issac Hogoboom and wife, Erastus Branch and wife, (father
and mother of the writer) Enos Easton, Azer Hawks and wife, R. W. Hastings, Zeclia
Hastings, Polly Baldwin, Moses Baldwin and wife, Mother Cleveland and son, Chas.
Gibbs, Amands Kemp, and others.

M™hilc meetings were in progress at Hartford or ncar there a fecling of
opposition was shown. At onc time thinking to discourage the mectings or stop
them, they were served with a shower of cggs of no very recent date. but the
Elder got out unharmed, others werc not so fortunate, His wife had on a very
nice dress which was nearly spoiled, The perfume of the cggs broke up the
mceting that night; but they continued the mectings as though nothing had
happened. This happened in the sumer while the meetings were being held in a
barn. One more effort was made by the cnemy, this time a large bucket of water
was placed over the speakers stand with a string attached. When Elder Crammer
was in the midst of his sermon the string was pulled and down came the water,
but the trick did not work as the promoters had cxpected for the Elder was this
timec unharmed, but a little child lying asleop near by was ncarly drowned.

"Organization was now discussed and was finally cffected in the year 1860.

"Quarterly meoctings were held in the different bands and then a general
and then a general mecting in which an attendance would be present, was held,
The Brethren began to feel the nccessity of having a hymnbook of their own,
accordingly a committee was chosen of the fellowing namcd brethren, Gilbert Cran-
mer, John Reed, Joseph Perkins, Danicl Tiffany, and Philip Strong Jr. and a
hymnbook of onc hundred and five hymns workds only was the result, this was print.
ed in 1862, the next move in the line of progress was a printing press. He Se
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Dills was an expericnced printer. The material was bought and tho first copy
of "The Hopc of Isracl® appcared with H, S. Dille editor; but conference convened
Friday April 15, 1864, at Brandy Wine Corners, at which time at the reading of
the minutes of the last conference, H. S Dille resigned the position as editor
and Gilbert Granmer was clected. for the place, it was also voted to give Bro.
Dille Four Dollars a weck for his services in running the press. An executive
board was chosen with John L. Staunton president, H. Si Dille secretary, and
Hiram Gobel treasurer. The first quarterly financial report appeared in the
Hope of Ispael as follows: "Treasurcrs quarterly report, moncy received $52.15,
paid Dille $24.50, office $4.40, Goebel $21.00, bal on hand $2.,15. Other minis-
ters united until there was a total of twelve all told in Michigan and members
were being added to the different bands. Not far from this Erastus Branch (father -
of the writer) began his ministery and to his death, which occurred February 3,
1873, He labored hand in hand with Father Crammer. Their very souls were knit
together, of onc heart and one mind. Early in Father Cranmer's history he had
lecarned that the Lord was willing to hear prayer in behalf of the sick. The ine
struction James 5:14w15 he believed to bo for the church and practiced it where
ever he went. In a report on Bro Crammer's he says "To the readers of the Hope
of Israel under datec May 26, 1864", The Lord manifested his power in a wonderful
manner, Sister Carter of Otsego attended the meeting, she had been deprived of
her speech for a long time, on the Sabbath in the midst of a large congregation
her spcech was perfected restored again Glory to God" Other ministers believed
and signs followed them that belicved, examples almost without number, of heal-
ing were witnessed; Onc blind woman rceeived sight, all manner of sickness
yiclded to the power of God., The Lord was truly among his people"....

"Others labored in conncction with him and brought seorcs into the truth.
The church at Hartford was at one timc very large and active, some died, others
moved away; but the church at Hartford is still alive and doing good work., Sove-
eral other churches were organized, onc at Hamilton, Allegan County, where Bro.
W. E. Ficld and wifc werce converted, Another a2t S2lem where Bro. Howe and wife,
also A, Walker and family united with the church, and although none of the min-
isters mentioned in the carly history of the church ramain, other ministers
have been added from time to time, who have taken up the work in cearncst and
churches have been organized and the work is still onward in Michigon. Submitted
in love for the church. M. A. Branch, White Cloud, Michigan',

We would like to rcfer now to a pamphlet cntitled, "The Backward Lock™
written by Adelbert Branch where some further enlightening history is brought to
our attention:

"Elder Crarmmar was supporied from the very first by such men as John Reed,
Sylvester Baker, Hiram Goble, Phillip Strong and his father (better known as
Fzther Strong), Danicl Tiffany, Joseph Perkins, and others who were his assoc-
iates in the carly work; and later such men with their families as James Watkins
Isaac Catt, Harvey Dille, Joseph Stoughton, Isaac Newton, J. De Brown, Grecnwood
Waite, Martin Shepherd, Erastus G. Branch, W. E. Ficld, George Starr, Thomas
Howe, F. C. Pixley, maony of these being also ministers; and such further helpers
as R. C. Horton, L. J. Branch, J. C. Branch, M. A, Branch and others",

The Erastus Branch family was one of the pioneer church familices in the
Hartford arca. Later scveral members of this family and othermigrated to the
town of thite Cloud. It wasn't long until a church was started there as we
can sce from again cexamining "The Backward Look."

"The four brothers, Mortimer A. Branch and family, Charlices R. Branch and
family, Erastus G. Branch and family, and Adclbert Branch and wife, came to
Whitc Cloud, Michigan, from Hartford, VanBuron County, Michigan, arriving on
April 16th, 1884, being formerly members of the Church of God at Hartford, Miche-
igan.

"Jorcmiah Hall, wifc and a young daughter lived ncar White Cloud when these
familics came, thoy being Sabbath kocpers, so that they and members of the Branch
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families met together the first Ssbtoth for worship. Not long after a church of
ten members was organized, with M. A, Eranch as Elder in charge of the scrvices,
and regular scrvices were therecafter heid in the homes of the members.

"Flder Gilbert Cranmer made occasional visits, always giving instructive
sermons, and Elders L. J. Branch and J. C. Branch also came and held protracted
efforts as best they could, always mecting in the homes of the members (some
being shanties) and in lumber camps, as school houses in the community were
not as yet built., From mamory I belicve that batween community were not as yet
built. From memory I bclieve that between twenty-five and thirty such meeting
places were used before we were able to build a church, which from the carliest
was being planncd.

"It was February 11lth, 1888, that the first public effort was made toward
the building of a church, and the attached record sheet will show the feeble
but carnest effort made toward such an undertaking. It was on Jamary 1lst, 1893
that dediction was had of the little church in the country, two milcs northwest
of Wnite Cloud, the building being only 20 X 30 fecet sguare inside".

Church of God history has not always been a series of events denoting pro-
gress. There has always been sufficient growth and intercst to keep the work
intact, but often difficultics would arise and discouraged groups and individuals
would leave the fellowship. Such was the casc with the White Cloud churche. Digs-
satisfied with problems in the General Confercnce, the church voted to lcave the
organization and in the yecar 1917 they affiliated with the Scventh Day Baptists.
Several of the older mambers who remember their association with the Church of
God still have a high regard for our work and many of us arc counted among their
fricuds, cven as we think of them with werm feclings of christian friendship.

Dr., John Branch contributed very much to the good of the church. He wes
both an ordained minister and a medical doctor. In addition to his work in the
ninistry he promoted the building of a hospital in White Cloud and practiced his
medical profession extensively. Elder C. J. Heywood's wife can remember being
trecated by him when she was only threc years old, Her femily at that time had
no connection with the church but were resicents in the Bangor area where the
Church of God work was strong.

Onc of the Branch family (thought to Dr. John) also worked in Ontario,
Canada and contacted Madill, Lecach and Hogarth familics. Temple Leach and his
wifc Sarah Madill Leach studied to prove him wrong and became converted to the
Sobbath and joined the Church of God. The Leach family moved to Hartford and
lived with the Branch family until they located a building in Lacoda,

Duc to time limitations, this history will bec completed at a later date,
but we trust this will scrve to enlighten us regarding its beginnings

,ZB/é&¢6 Leark —é;%nuf'&7p.

Ch ity

Lo

-



